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Here’s yet
another
tribute

to Holden’s
remarkable
petrol

economy

Dear Sir,

- - - The petrol €conomy obrtained
from its 21 h.p. motor is amazing. Qg
2 hurried trip to Perg recently, accom-

«

and measuring, the amount of petrol
left was 14 gallons. The amount used
was 8 gallons for 29 miles which
averages 364 miles per gallon and our
travelling time averaged 40 miles per
hour. This speaks for itself as (o the
cconomical running of these CALE! i,

Yours faithfully,
(Sgd.) Alec. L. Vince.”
Grecnough, W.A.
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Sold aad Serviced by Holden Dealers throughout Australio
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' , 1952.
AUSTRALIAN MONTHLY MOTOR MANUAL— February
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He also raced Porsches in the mid-fifties and won the 1961 Armstrong 500 at Phillip
Island in a Mercedes Benz, and then he switched to Fords, and ran the ‘Ford Works
Team’, and won the 1962 500 race in a Falcon, then the race moved to Bathurst and
he won it three times in a row in a car he developed for Ford, the Cortina GT, a sort of
a Aussie equivalent of the Lotus Cortina. He masterminded many race and rally
success for Ford during his time with them.

He fell out with Ford in 1968, and Holden ‘snapped’ him up. It's recorded that just
before he parted with Ford he said ‘ ... these Ford people better get their act
smartened up or I'm gonna piss off'!

GM-H had a global policy of no motor sport at that time but Holden Australia knew the
commercial benefits of being successful in motor sport, and so a ‘dealer-funded’
strategy was created to form ‘Holden Dealer Team’ — ‘HDT', with Harry becoming in
effect Holden's first motorsport chief.

His terms to GM were simple, he said he ‘wanted sole say, and he wanted full access
into the engineering department, he wanted advance notice of new models, [he was a
master at getting components homologated for racing!], and he wanted regular
meeting with top management, so they could sort out ant problems as they arise!’. He
got all that he wanted.

R

And so, in 1969 a nine year period of major successes for Holden began, and at the
beginning he mentored two up-coming and brilliant young drivers, Colin Bond and
Peter Brock. For the Bathurst 500 that year he inherited the difficult 350 Monaro, he
changed it a lot, and Colin Bond won, Brock was third.

Then his ‘love-affair’ began with the Torana, on first seeing it at the Lang Lang Proving
Ground, he was told “You better have a drive of this’, Harry said ‘What is it’, they said
‘Oh, it's based on a Vauxhall Viva, and we've lengthened it and put a Holden 161 in it’.
Harry got in, drove it, 3-speed gearbox and all, and said ‘I think we can do something
with this’!

8
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Early 1950's, Harry in centre, with another famous ‘to be’ touring car driver, Norm Beechey, being
interviewed with their 48-215’s [FX] in front of the start line ‘PBR [Paton Brake Replacements] Shoes’
at the now defunct Templestowe hill climb just out of Melbourne. This was well before Harry got
officially involved with Holden.

After retirement from HDT Harry became the Confederation of Australian of Australian
Motor Sport’'s [CAMS] chief scrutineer from 1979 to 1981, some likened this to the
poacher becoming the gamekeeper!

A defining acknowledgement was his induction into the V8 Supercars Hall of Fame’ in
2007, in recognition of the profound role he played in shaping modern touring car
racing in Australia.

RIP Harry Firth.

10
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HOLDENS FOR JAPAN

The appointment of TAIYO
MOTORS LTD., Tokyo, as Holden
Distributors for the Tokyo and
Kanagawa Prefectures in Japan, in-
creases to 18 the number of terri-
tories in Asia, Africa and the Pacific,
to which Holden is being exported.

During 1957 a total of 4,437 Hol-
dens was exported to already estab-
lished overseas distribution centres.

Error:To catcha
bup, wait here
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YOUR
HOLDEN
NEEDS

RAR FOR ALL
| SPARES |

HOLDEN P.O.Box 10
PARTS AND SERVICES Mail Delivery Centre

Somerton
Victoria 3062
Australia

UK B iy o
HELPING YOU KNOW MCRE ABCUT YOUS HOLDEN Phone From UK: 00 613 9305 4000
Fax From UK :00 613 9305 3520

STAN BENNETT E-mail rarespares@rarespares.net.au
48 & FJ Holden Resezrch Shop On Line At
(02) 9627 1304 www.rarespares.net.au

Visa accepted

Lot 54 Wellington St. Vineyard (Sydnay)
P.0. Box 200, Riverstone NSW Australia 2765

ST

www. hsv.com.au

GM Holden Ltd
191 Salmon Street

Port Melbourne Victoria 3207 Holden Special Vehicles
Telephone: 03 9647 1111 125 Rayhur Street

Facsimile: 03 9647 2550 Clayton South, Victoria,
www.holden.com.au e, 1

GPO Box 1714 Phone: (03) 9265 9500
Melbourne Vic 3001 Email: customer.care@hsv.com.au

RESTORED CARS

JBS SCRIPTIONS

Magazine Australia
Was first published in 1973.

S EDDIE FORD PUBLICATIONS PTY LTD 29 LYONS ST
All vehicles featured are NEWSTEAD 3462 VICTORIA AUSTRALIA.
Rga ‘“;“ g S g AUSTRALIAN SUBSCRIBERS
f_hﬂ. condition. Events, How
" Tp'sandAustralian Motoring ONE YEAR (6 ISSUES) $5400 DW;NT&TAL
E‘L‘P Ry sty are @ specialty TWO YEARS (121ssues) $105.00 [Jweidoes

NZ & PNG SUBSCRIBERS OTHER OVERSEAS SUBSCRIBERS
ONE YEAR A$82.00Q ONE YEAR A$94.000
TWO YEARS A$161.000 TWOYEARS  A$185.00Q0
ALL OVERSEAS SUBSCRIPTIONS SENT BY AIR MAIL
(Australia Post has removed the Sea Mail service.) Prices in Australian currency.
Please send Overseas Bank Chegue or complete Credit Card details.
Ph 03 5476 2212, Fax 03 5476 2592, write, photocopy or
14 email restoredcars@iinet.net.au your order to us.




